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DALITS, DURBAN AND A LOST CHANCE

equal to the upper caste. Official fig-
ures show that one Dalit woman is
raped every six hours and one Dalit
killed every three days.

ByKuldip Nayar
The news is that New Delhi has been
successful in keeping out caste by
descent from the final U.N. resolution
at Durban on racism. | do not think it
is a matter for celebrations, which the
unthinking Ministry of External Affairs
is doing. The Government’s stand on
caste is political. Otherwise, it is not
understandable why it should have
been a party to block the discussion
on Zionism at Durban. People in India
support Jews but not the thesis that
Israel can go on expanding its fron-
tiers. What has New Delhi proved?
Does it mean that India knows of no
discrimination by birth, or does it
mean that the non-recognition of
such ills will make them disappear?
True, caste is not racism. But the dif-
ference is technical. How does it mat-
ter when the end product of caste
and racism is the same, discrimina-
tion and degradation? Even the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission,
otherwise tilting towards the Govern-
ment, has said that the nomenclature
is of little importance when caste-ism
and racism do not treat men and
women as human beings.

The series of legislative steps
against the Dalits are impressive on
paper. But the reality is that they con-
tinue to live in separate habitations,
draw water from separate wells and
get the worst chastisement if they
ever dare to raise their head. They are
hanged if they marry out of caste.
They are murdered if they dare to be

In fact, India has lost at Dur-
ban yet another opportunity to ex-
plain to the international community
the country’s shame. The Govern-
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the suffocating Hindu society. They
are wounded people, battered and
broken. India is strong enough demo-
cratically to admit that it has failed
somewhere, despite all the guaran-
tees in the Constitution, to provide
the same glow of freedom, which the
upper castes enjoy.

moral success. It was at Durban that
Mahatma Gandhi embarked on his ag-
itation against racism and intolerance.
It is at Durban that the Government
of the country for whose freedom he
fought has shut out from discussion
caste, which was one of the targets
of his agitation. New Delhi, happy

over its victory, feels elated that even
the U.N. Secretary General, Mr. Kofi
Annan, refused to include caste on
the agenda when NGOs from India
accosted him. But it is Pyrrhic victory.
The world expects something better
from the land of the Mahatma.

The blame is not that of the
upper caste alone. The politics of
votes has become ingrained in the
Dalits. Their leaders, belonging mostly
to the creamy layer, have come to
enjoy the spoils of office, without ar-
ticulating the cause of the lowest in
real terms. While piloting the Consti-
tution, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the tallest
among the Dalits, was able to incor-
porate in it the numerous safeguards
for the untouchables. Untouchability
is also banned. But this has made
Hindu society no better in its treat-
ment towards untouchable. The upper
caste has not changed, neither in its
attitude of hide-bound superiority, nor
in its refusal to admit the Dalits in the
social structure. Caste is denounced
but not the cast system.

But what annoys me is the
patience and stamina of the Dalits
who have stayed part of the Hindu
society in spite of the cruelties they
have undergone for untold years. Dr.
Ambedkar aptly described the situ-
ationby borrowing aphrase from
Shakespeare: “It may be your interest
to be our masters but how can it be
ours, to be your slaves?”
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A RENOHNED WORSHP LEADER ASHEY JOSEPH Shri Guru Ravidass Gurpurb Celebrations at PTU

WILL BE IN'YUBA CITY & SACRAMENTO

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We wanted to let you know that Ashley Joseph,
a much anointed worship leader from New Delhi will be
here in Yuba City this weekend. Our youth and young
adults have organized a
| concert with him on Sat-
| urday night at House of
Prayer at 6:00 p.m. and
on Sunday morning he
be leading worship
and ministering at 10:30
at House of Prayer.
March 8th, he will be at
Anugrah
Church in Sacramento at
10:00 a.m. and then at
Anugrah Full
Hayward at 3:00 p.m.

will

the

out there to join us on these events.

Blessings to you in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Balbir and Katrina Subhkaram

Ashley for about 5 years
— and have spent time with
Josephs
India.
and full of the Holy Spirit. Also, they minister throughout
India at youth conferences, where many lives are touched
by the love of Christ. We would like to each and every one
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The University celebrated the 638th
Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru Ravidass Ji Ma-
haraj on 6th Feb 2015 at University Main Cam-

Punjab Technical University is the Largest Tech-
nical University of India. It has also bagged the
much coveted Best Technical University Award
for the year 2013.

Now the university has under its admin-
istration, 300 Colleges regular colleges and
293 study centers under distance education
Program. University has a rich strength of more
than 4 Lac students,
International

pus. The University organized a Seminar on this
occasion. Dr. G. C Kaul was the Chief Guest on
this occasion. Dr. Rajneesh Kant Sachdeva Reg-

istrar, Dr. Buta Singh Dean Academics, Dr. A.

which also includes
Students from 42+

P. Singh Dean RIC, Er. A. K. Prabhakar Chief
Vigilance Officer congratulated the staff on this
occasion. Er. Sandeep Mehmi Assistant Regis-
trar urged the staff to follow the teachings of
Guru Ravidass Ji Mahraj "SATSANGAT MIL RA-
HEEAI MADHAOO JAISE MADHUP MAKHIRA™

to establish Begumpura. The University staff

also distributed the stationary to the students
of Govt. School Khaira Maaja on this occasion.
The program followed with langar.
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BRIDAL
BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY

- KASH FABRICS

. ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTER

29576 Mission Blvd, Hayward, CA 94544
Visit us on the Web at www.kashfabrics.com

memmecne PHONG: 510-938-1138

R /// SWEETS & CATERING

) AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS

R
G Items Serving

® ALL KINDS OF SWEETS
® SNACKS

® CHAAT STALL

® NORTH INDIAN CUISINE
® FLUDA KULFI STALL

& ON SITE TANDOOR

']sz Catering Service
® WEDDING CEREMONIES
® RECEPTIONS
® BIRTHADAY PARTIES
® RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS
® CORPORATE EVENTS
® PICNICS/BAR-B-QUE

&J) * - - .
Ry /2 Additional Service

®* WARMERS

® CHAFFING DISHES

® CHINA & SILVERWARE
® LINEN RENTAL

® WAITERS

. i ® BARTENDERS

Contact us
Raja Sweets & Catering Fil
Work (510)489-9100 * Cell (510)715-1619
msbains@rgjasweets.com » www rgjasweets.com




INDIA MARKET

'SWEETS & SPICES

Chaat Plate
Only for

Chaat Papdi. Samosa
Chaat. Pani Puri. Dahi
Vada. Bhel Puri Chaat

We have the largest collection for
Indian, Fijian & Pakistani Grocery

The Threading queen

threading & HEENA TATTOOS
Call for appointment
(916) 297-0150, (916) 316-8199

Eyebrow Threading & (Regular $ 8.00)

Henna Tattoo (each hand) Walk In Welcome ‘
Only for $5.00 Mon-sat10amto7 pm

] 916-786-7666
03 Elkhorn Blvd. Sacramento, Vb 916-338-5511

Music, Fabric, Artificial
Jewelry, Sweets, Fresh
Vegetables & more

TANDOG

Indian Restauvrant

2167 Mission Blvd. Hayward, CA 95544

SPECIALIST IN
CATERING & SPECIAL
ITEMS ARE
AVAILABLE
HERE :

FISH PAKORE,
CHILLI CHICKEN,
GOAT KARI,
SHAHI PANEER,
BUTTER CHICKEN,
SWEETS,
SNACKS
AND MORE
SPECIAL ITEMS.
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BUFFET LUNCH 11:00 AM To 3:00 PM

5 Contact Us:
Ph. 510-885-1212
MAMt10PM Fax. 510-885-1532

We are open
seven days

o T ) M )

Indian, Pakistani & Fiiiian Groceries
We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK TIME : 9:00 A.M. TO 8:30 PM.
WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES ENJOY YOUR DAY WITH HOPES
EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

Call to Happy- Cell : (209) 594-8473 Ph: (209) 478-0285 Fax : (209) 477-3206
'8 d% EnesTEls feaet € Gusdu sl
Email: indiabazaar08(yahoo.com
1304-E HAMMER LANE, Suite 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
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We Do Complete
Engine Transmis.
sion, Body and Paint
Work We Sell Used
Carsata Good Price

3 !
Prop: Jusbir Singh Takhar armandeep

Free Estimates

510-755-2132 Free Towing Singh

510- 733- 2222

{4el Industrial PKWY West#F Hayward, CA 94544



